A state of mind.
This essay traces the personal odyssey of a pediatric neurosurgeon from the time of the 'second generation' of subspecialty (the 1960s) to the present. The capture and appreciation of the ethos of the neurosurgical care of children is described and emphasized. It is not possible to overstate the importance of certain role models in this process, a process that does, indeed, induce a lasting 'state of mind.' Concerns for some current trends are raised.